Q10.[179216] Mr. Mike Hall (Weaver Vale) (Lab): Daresbury laboratory in my constituency has been carrying out
world-leading scientific research for 46 years. The science and innovation campus at Daresbury is a huge success,
attracting science and high-tech businesses and creating high-quality jobs. Two reviews are about to take place —the
McKillop review and the light source review —both of which will have an impact on the future of Daresbury
laboratory. The knee-jerk reaction of the Science and Technology Facilities Council to cut research grants by 25 per
cent. and staff by 25 per cent. to meet an £80 million shortfall in its £1.9 billion budget is a cause for concern—

Mr. Speaker: Order. I must stop the hon. Gentleman. His question was too long; he must be briefer.

The Prime Minister: Daresbury is a world-class facility. I am proud that we have such a facility in our country and in
the north-west region, as well as an innovation centre that is world beating and path breaking in its research. My hon.
Friend is absolutely right that there are two reviews. The McKillop review will consider how best we can meet the
future needs of Daresbury. We have increased the amount of money to be spent on the Science and Technology
Facilities Council by 13 per cent. during the spending review
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period. I hope that we will be able to see an expansion of the work done at Daresbury, which will benefit the whole
country.



