Archive Classified Shopping Promotions Games Fast Times My Times Site specials

Search this site GO November 24 2003 NEWSPAPER EDITION Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Sunday - Britain Sunday - Comment Sunday - World Sunday - Scotland Sunday - Ireland Sunday - Review Sunday - Football Sunday - Sport Sunday - Business Sunday - Money Sunday - Property Sunday - Magazine Sunday - Travel Sunday - Culture Sunday - Books Sunday - Doors Sunday - Style Sunday - Jobs Sunday - Motoring

The Sunday Times - Britain

November 23, 2003

Monster telescope hunts blue planets BRITAIN is to back a project to build the world’s biggest telescope - so powerful that it could see life-bearing planets in other solar systems, writes Jonathan Leake.

The instrument will be able to spot the telltale blue shimmer of planets with oxygen in their atmosphere, considered by scientists to be a likely sign of life.

This week, Professor Ian Halliday, chief executive of the Particle Physics and Astronomy Research Council, will release details of the ambitious scheme, which would include the largest mirror ever built at about 100 metres in diameter. The biggest telescope built to date has only a 10-metre mirror. "This will cost about £1.2 billion but we plan to share the cost as this is far too expensive for any one country," said Halliday.

The telescope needs a location that is both high and seldom affected by cloud cover. The most likely site would be in the Andes in Chile.

Although the technology to build such a telescope does not yet exist, several British research groups are already at an advanced planning stage.

The most likely system - already working on some smaller telescopes - would involve hundreds of thin, flexible mirrors built onto

ALSO IN THIS SECTION

British £700m to smash open big bang secret

Monster telescope hunts blue planets

Charles goes for a spin with Clarkson

Cherie’s father to quit ‘pensioner hating’ Britain

Rape law loophole may save footballers

For sale: a nice little music box at £250,000

NEWSPAPER

Click the button below to return to the Newspaper Edition

SME SECTION Whether you’re a fledgling entrepreneur with a great idea, or the

ADVERTISEMENT

TOOLS & SERVICES

Find me a London hotel London hotel booking facility from Edwardian

TIMES ONLINE Home Breaking news Britain World Sport Business Your Money Comment Sports Book Travel Entertainment Shopping Law Classifieds Games Crossword Motoring Property Health Student Weather Sunday Times

NEWSPAPER Today Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

QUICK CLICKS Appointments Arts Books Christmas Appeal Contact Us Creme Education Encounters Fast Times Finest First night Food and Drink From the a flexible frame. Its shape would be computer-adjusted thousands of times a minute to counteract the distorting effects of the atmosphere.

Under Halliday’s plan, radio astronomy would get a similar instrument with a so-called "Square Kilometre Array" of radio dishes being planned - probably on a desert site in Australia.

This would create an instrument thousands of times more sensitive than the ageing Jodrell Bank dish near Manchester, which is likely to be diverted from scientific use around 2009.

great idea, or the head of an established family firm, SME is Times Online’s new section to help you make your business better

JOB FINDER Search for appointments in: The Times The Sunday Times

........................................

FIND YOUR NEXT CAR Search our extensive database of new and used cars from The Times & Sunday Times

.........................................

BEST OF BROADBAND

For George Sivell, Times Online Development Editor, Broadband is no longer the future, but a business reality

Edwardian ......................................... My Money Update your financial profile with ......................................... The Sunday Times Enterprise Network Case studies, information, advice, events and exclusive offers for middle market businesses online ......................................... Find me a brochure Search our brochure database, powered by Holiday Wizard ......................................... Football auction Signed shirts, programmes, autographs and more...

......................................... Crossword Maestro Get the world’s first expert system for solving crosswords .........................................

Money Shop Search and compare 1000’s of financial products with MoneySupermarket .........................................

Archive Good University Guide Online Specials Photosales Promotions Public Agenda Style Guide Supplements Talking Point The Register Times e-mail Times 2 Times Services Weekend Review

SPECIAL REPORTS Investor’s Centre Business insurance Flexible working E-business on demand 3G services

Contact our advertising team for advertising and sponsorship in Times Online, The Times and The Sunday Times.

Copyright 2003 Times Newspapers Ltd.

This service is provided on Times Newspapers’ standard Terms and Conditions. Please read our Privacy Policy.

To inquire about a licence to reproduce material from The Times, visit the Syndication website.